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POVERTY:
A SOCIETAL

The new medication policy 
announced on February 1, 2007,
entitles adults on social assistance 
to totally free medication under 
the Public Prescription Drug 
Insurance Plan.

ACCESS TO 
MEDICATION FOR 
LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS

WORK: A STEP TOWARD SELF-
CONFIDENCE AND SELF-FULFILMENT

20%

12%

10%

INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM WAGE
four times since 2003–improve the 
quality of life of workers. In May 2008,
the minimum wage will increase to 
$8.50 an hour.

People 50 years and over

Handicapped persons

Cultural communities and 
visible minorities

Combating poverty is a major 
societal challenge. And Québec 
society has decided to meet 
that challenge head on.
Personal development, training 
and education, and coaching 
are key to our strategies to 
eliminate poverty.

All government departments 
and agencies, as well as eco-
nomic, social, and community 
actors, in partnership with poor 
people, are working together 
to ensure that every woman,
man, and child can achieve the 
financial independence, confi -
dence, and freedom they need 
to contribute to the develop-
ment of our society.
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QUÉBEC IN THE VANGUARD

Québec is the only province, and one of
the few states, with legislation aimed at
combating poverty and social exclusion.
This legislation gave rise in 2004 to a fi rst
five-year plan with a budget exceeding
$3 billion. The measures that have improved
the quality of life and increased the income
of families include:

WORK PREMIUM: $702 million over 5 years

CHILD ASSISTANCE: $2 billion in 2006

SOCIAL HOUSING: $505.5 million over 
5 years

THE WORK PREMIUM helps over 560,000 
households, most of which are low-income,
to improve their incomes.

JOB INTEGRATION MEASURES foster 
the integration of individuals with certain 
difficulties into the labour market. Partici-
pation in these measures is on the rise.

Working helps individuals escape solitude,
provides them with greater self-confi dence,
and makes it easier for them to achieve 
their full potential. It is therefore vital to 
support those who have the ability to work.
Several measures have been implemented 
to achieve this goal.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit the website of the 
Ministère de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale 
at www.mess.gouv.qc.ca.
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Combating poverty and 
social exclusion 

PROGRESPROGRESSPROGRESS
Québec is making 



IMPROVED 
QUALITY OF LIFE

Major investments in 
social housing have been 
made with the objective 
of building 20,000 social 
and community housing 

units by 2009.

Large amounts of 
money have also 
been invested to 
adapt housing 
units.

THOUSANDS OF ADULTS 
AND CHILDREN NO 
LONGER RECEIVE LAST 
RESORT ASSISTANCE

In November 2007, there were 56,575 fewer 
last resort assistance recipients, including 
20,000 children, than in April 2003. Our social 
measures are providing measurable results.

M E A S U R E S  T H A T  A R E  B E A R I N G  F R U I T

Decrease in the number 
of children in recipient families

Decrease in the number 
of social assistance recipients
Last-resort fi nancial assistance

145,000

139,000

133,000

127,000

121,000

115,000

139,513

117,965

21,548 fewer children (15.4%)

April 2003 November 2007

570,000

547,500

525,000

502,500

480,000

543,980

487,405

56,575 fewer recipients (10.4%)

April 2003 November 2007

“The measures taken since the 
adoption of the Act to combat 
poverty and social exclusion 
and the implementation of the 

government’s action plan have helped improve 
the quality of life of all Quebecers, especially 
families.”

– Sam Hamad 
Minister of Employment and Social Solidarity

A number of measures, including Child Assistance and the Work Premium, have considerably 
increased the disposable income of families.

FAMILY INCOMES
ARE ON THE RISE

Increase in disposable income
Single-parent recipient family with 
two children (3 and 7 years old)

$25,000

$22,500

$20,000

$17,500

$15,000
April 2003                                 July 2007

$17,247

$21,608

$4,361 increase
(25.3%)

Increase in disposable income
Couple with one child (3 years old), with 
on parent receiving the minimum wage

$30,000

$26,250

$22,500

$18,750

$15,000

$22,779

$27,334$4,555 increase
(20%)

April 2003                                 July 2007

Québec society has made great strides 
in combating poverty and social exclu
sion, and this progress deserves to be 
recognized. Few societies are fortunate 
to benefit from such a vast network of 
community organizations, businesses, 
and regional partners. The remarkable 
contribution of Québec civil society 
combined with government actions has 
led to substantial progress, especially in 
terms of disposable income for Québec 
families. 

The efforts Québec has made to combat 
poverty and social exclusion have been 
cited by independent organizations such 
as the Canadian Council on Social 
Development . And we are pursuing our 
initiatives with a view to achieving an 
ambitious but attainable goal in 2013, 
that of making Québec one of the 
industrialized nations with the lowest 
poverty level. 

A WORD FROM JEAN CHAREST 
PREMIER OF QUÉBEC 
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Combating poverty is a major 
societal challenge. And Québec 
society has decided to meet 
that challenge head on.
Personal development, training 
and education, and coaching 
are key to our strategies to 
eliminate poverty.

All government departments 
and agencies, as well as eco-
nomic, social, and community 
actors, in partnership with poor 
people, are working together 
to ensure that every woman,
man, and child can achieve the 
financial independence, confi -
dence, and freedom they need 
to contribute to the develop-
ment of our society.
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QUÉBEC IN THE VANGUARD

Québec is the only province, and one of
the few states, with legislation aimed at
combating poverty and social exclusion.
This legislation gave rise in 2004 to a fi rst
five-year plan with a budget exceeding
$3 billion. The measures that have improved
the quality of life and increased the income
of families include:

WORK PREMIUM: $702 million over 5 years

CHILD ASSISTANCE: $2 billion in 2006

SOCIAL HOUSING: $505.5 million over 
5 years

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit the website of the 
Ministère de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale 
at www.mess.gouv.qc.ca.
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ACCESS TO 
MEDICATION FOR 
LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS 

The new medication policy 
announced on February 1, 2007, 
entitles adults on social assistance 
to totally free medication under 
the Public Prescription Drug 
Insurance Plan. 

WORK: A STEP TOWARD SELF
CONFIDENCE AND SELF-FULFILMENT 

Working helps individuals escape solitude, 
provides them with greater self-confi dence, 
and makes it easier for them to achieve 
their full potential. It is therefore vital to 
support those who have the ability to work. 
Several measures have been implemented 
to achieve this goal. 

THE WORK PREMIUM helps over 560,000 
households, most of which are low-income, 
to improve their incomes. 

JOB INTEGRATION MEASURES foster 
the integration of individuals with certain 
difficulties into the labour market. Partici
pation in these measures is on the rise. 

People 50 years and over 20% 

Handicapped persons 12% 

Cultural communities and 
visible minorities 10% 

INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM WAGE 
four times since 2003–improve the 
quality of life of workers. In May 2008, 
the minimum wage will increase to 
$8.50 an hour. 
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